Understanding the Nature of the Bible, Lesson 4
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Review from Lesson 3
1. The Characteristics of the Word of God

A. Authority

1) All the words in Scripture are God’s Words (the Bible claims it, the Holy Spirit confirms it, and the Holy Spirit inspired it – verbal plenary inspiration)

2) Therefore to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God Himself


3)   The _______________ of Scripture


a. God cannot ______ or speak ______________

i. ________________ – “Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior”

ii. ________________ – “So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.”

iii. ________________ – “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”



b. Therefore all the ___________ in Scripture are completely __________ and without ______________ in any part.


i. ________________ – “And the words of the Lord are flawless…”

ii. ________________ – “Every word of God is flawless…”

iii. ________________ – “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away”

c. God’s words are the ultimate _______________ for ____________

i. __________________ – “Sanctify them by your truth; your word is truth.”
d. Might some new ________ ever ________________ the Bible?



i. Every _________  __________ is something that God has _______________ already from all eternity and is something that therefore _______________ contradict God’s speech in Scripture.



4)   Written Scripture is our final _______________

a. The form in which God has _________________ to preserve His words for all generations is ______________ form.


b. People substitute other standards for the written words (Intentionally and unintentionally)


i. __________________ an author’s thoughts – what Paul was thinking was


ii. Preaching '______________ the __________’

iii. Believing that the _____________ in which the words were written ___________ the authority and application


iv. The “________________” of the Holy Spirit

More on Inerrancy

· Definition – The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the _______________ manuscripts does not affirm ___________________ that is contrary to _________.

· This includes the arenas of _____________ and ____________

· Different kinds of statements consistent with absolute truthfulness


· Ordinary _________________/Everyday ______________

· ________________
· Sun “_______________”



· Rain “______________” 

· ________________





· _________________


· Key to accuracy in everyday language: the precision implied by the _____________ and expected by the ______________


· Loose or Free _________________


· The important fact is that the _____________ of the quotation represents the original… not ____________ wording



· Unusual or uncommon _______________





· Challenges to inerrancy

· The Bible is only authoritative for “________ and ______________”



· _________________ – “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us…”

· _________________ – “These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us…”

· Those who use this objection to inerrancy mistake the __________ purpose of Scripture with the ___________ purpose of Scripture



· “Every one of God’s word in Scripture was deemed by him to be important to us.  Thus, God issues severe warnings to anyone who would take away even one word from what he has said to us (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Rev. 22:18-19): we cannot add to God’s words or take from them, for all are part of his larger purpose in speaking to us.  Everything stated in Scripture is there because God intended it to be there: God does not say anything unintentionally!” (Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 95)


· Example – 2 Chronicles 36:15-23.  



· Whole purpose – 





· Major purpose – 

