Understanding the Nature of the Bible, Lesson 5

June 30, 2010

2. The Characteristics of the Word of God

A. Authority

1) All the words in Scripture are God’s Words (the Bible claims it, the Holy Spirit confirms it, and the Holy Spirit inspired it – verbal plenary inspiration)

2) Therefore to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God Himself

3) The truthfulness of Scripture – all the words in Scripture, as God’s words, are true and without error in the original manuscripts

a) Inerrancy



· Challenges to inerrancy

· The Bible is only authoritative for “faith and practice”

· Response – If the lessons of the Bible are based on events that and statements that are not true, then the lessons are not trustworthy.

“…Scripture is truthful.  If certain parts are not trustworthy, then they should not be used as data for the systematic theology.” (D.A. Carson, “Unity and Diversity in the New Testament: The Possibility of Systematic Theology,” in Scripture and Truth, ed. Carson and Woodbridge)
“It is evident from the New Testament that one cannot legitimately separate ‘matters of faith and practice’ or ‘revelatory matters’ from other matters in Scripture: The New Testament authors readily quote and rely on anything written in the Old Testament text, for ‘all Scripture…is profitable’ (2 Tim. 3:16).  Perhaps it has not been stated emphatically enough that nowhere in the Old Testament or in the New Testament does any writer give any hint of a tendency to distrust or consider slightly unreliable any other part of Scripture.  Hundreds of texts encourage God’s people to trust Scripture completely, but no text encourages any doubt or even slight mistrust of Scripture.”  (Wayne Grudem, “Scripture’s Self-Attestation and the Problem of Formulating a Doctrine of Scripture” in Scripture and Truth, ed. Carson and Woodbridge)
· The term “inerrancy” is a _________ term







· We have _____ inerrant manuscripts; therefore, to ______ about an inerrant Bible is misleading






It is important to affirm that the words of the original manuscripts are inerrant b/c then we are saying something about the truthfulness of _______…not the accuracy of copyists and _________________.

· Inerrancy overemphasizes the __________ aspect of Scripture and neglects the ___________ aspect





· There are some clear ___________ in the Bible




· Resources – Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, Hard Sayings of the Bible, Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible, study Bibles

Problems denying inerrancy (4)


· If we deny inerrancy, a serious ___________ problem confronts us: may we ___________ God and intentionally ________ in small matters also?


· If inerrancy is denied, we begin to ___________ if we can really _________ God in anything He says.


· If we deny inerrancy, we essentially make our own human __________ a higher standard of _________ than God’s Word itself.


· If we deny inerrancy, then we must also say that the _____________ is wrong not only in minor details but in some of its ___________  _______________ as well.

B. Clarity
__________________ – “…our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters.  His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.” 


1) Definition: The clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way that its ____________ are able to be understood by all who will read it ___________ God’s help and being _____________ to follow it.






2) The Bible frequently _____________ its own clarity


a. We are expected to ___________ our children


i. ____________________ – “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.”



b. The “___________  _______” in Psalm 1


i. ____________ – “But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.”
c. Scripture’s ______________

i. _________________ – “The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.”




d. Jesus’ _____________

i.  “Have you not read…” (Mt. 12:3, 5; 22:31)

ii. “Have you never read in the Scriptures…” (Mt. 21:42)

iii. “You are wrong because you know neither the Scriptures not the power of God” (Mt. 22:29)



e. Paul’s _____________ in the NT

