Understanding the Nature of the Bible, Lesson 6

July 7, 2010

1. The Forms of the Word of God

2. The Canon of the Word of God

3. The Characteristics of the Word of God

A. Authority (including its inerrancy)
B. Clarity

1) Definition: The clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by all who will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.
2) The Bible frequently affirms its own clarity

a. The command to teach our children

b. The ‘blessed man’ of Psalm 1

c. Scripture’s function – makes the simple into the wise (Psalm 19:7)

d. Jesus’ ministry

e. Paul’s letters
“Scripture is always clear enough for us to carry out our present responsibilities before God. It is clear enough for a six-year-old to understand what God expects of him. It is also clear enough for a mature theologian to understand what God expects of him. But the clarity of Scripture…is person-relative, person-specific. Scripture is not exhaustively clear to anyone. It is not clear enough to satisfy anyone who merely wants to gain a speculative knowledge of divine things. It is, rather, morally sufficient, practically sufficient, sufficient for each person to know what God desires of him.”
· John Frame, “The Clarity of Scripture,” in Reformed Perspectives Magazine (Volume 12, Number 10, March 7 to March 13 2010)
“The clarity of Scripture means that understanding is possible, not that it is easy…The clarity of Scripture…does not mean that we will know everything there is to know about the text, but that we will know enough to be able, and responsible, to respond to its subject matter.”

· Kevin Vanhoozer, Is There Meaning in This Text?(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing, 1998) 317.
3) There are ____________ and _____________ qualities needed for right understanding

a. The NT affirms this

i. ____________________ – “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

ii. ____________________ – “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”

iii. ____________________ – “Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.  But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.”

iv. ____________________ – “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”
4) Why do people ___________________ Scripture?

a. Lack of __________ in studying the Bible



b. Bringing ______________________ to the text


i. ___________________ (Big ‘T’…little ‘f’)



ii. ___________________

c. Lack of __________/hardness of ____________

i. ____________________ – “[Jesus] said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!’”

d. The early ___________ had disagreements over issues



e. Church ______________ testifies to misunderstanding



f. Learning _______________ of interpretation is important

i. Hermeneutics – the study of how to _____________ the Bible

ii. Two major _______________ in interpreting Scripture

a) _________________ - 


b) _________________ - 


g. What should our ______________ be as we approach disagreements about the interpretation of the Bible?









5) Practical ________________

a. Only two possibilities when doctrinal or ethical disagreements occur

i. We are trying to make affirmations where Scripture itself is ______________


ii. We have made ______________ in our interpretation of Scripture






6) The role of the _________________

a. __________________ – “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation…”







7) The role of _________________

a. Four things:

i. They can _____________ Scripture clearly, communicating its content to others and thus fulfilling the office of “_______________” mentioned in the New Testament (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:18 and Ephesians 4:11)

ii. They can _____________ new areas of understanding the teachings of Scripture

iii. They can _____________ the teachings of the Bible against attacks by other scholars or those with specialized training.




iv. They can supplement the _________ of Scripture for the ___________ of the church.



b. Ultimately, scholars have no _____________ to decide whether some interpretation of the Scripture is right or wrong for the church…they simply help __________ the church so that proper interpretations can be made.

