Understanding the Nature of the Bible, Lesson 7

July 14, 2010
1. The Forms of the Word of God

2. The Canon of the Word of God

3. The Characteristics of the Word of God

A. Authority (including its inerrancy)

B. Clarity
C. The Necessity of Scripture

1) Definition: The necessity of Scripture means that the Bible is necessary for knowing the ___________, for maintaining spiritual ________, and for knowing God’s __________, but is not necessary for knowing that God ___________ or for knowing something about God’s _______________ and moral ________.

“God acts through His Word. Therefore, His Word needs to be heard, read, and understood. Without Scripture, humans are left without the means by which God has chosen to work. Thus, Scripture is necessary…A dependable record of divine truth provides assurance that a person is converted by the Word of God. Therefore, because of the way the sovereign G od has chosen to reveal Himself and work out His plan, the Scriptures are necessary.”

· William D. Barrick, “The Necessity of Scripture,” in The Masters Seminary Journay (Volume 15, No. 2, Fall 2004) 164.
“No spiritual discipline is more important than the intake of God’s Word.  Nothing can substitute for it.  Ther simply is no healthy Christian life apart from a diet of the milk and meat of Scripture.”

· Donald S. Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life (Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 1991) 28.
2) The Bible is necessary for knowledge of the _______________

a. ____________________ – “For, ‘everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’  But how are men to call upon him in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without a preacher?…So, faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

b. The reasoning of Romans 10

i. One must __________ on the name of the Lord to be saved

ii. People can only call on the name of the Lord if they _____________ in Christ

iii. People ______________ believe in Christ unless they have heard of him

iv. They cannot ____________ of Christ unless someone _________ them

v. The substance of the “preaching” is the __________ of Christ.

vi. Therefore, the Scripture is ___________________ to know the Gospel

c. So, without hearing of Christ, one cannot be ____________
.

i. ___________________ – “He who believes in him is not condemned; he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”
ii. ___________________ – “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but by me.”

iii. ___________________ – “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which you must be saved.”

d. If this is true, could faithful believers under the old covenant be saved?

i. ___________________ – “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar…”
ii. ___________________ – “[Moses] considered the reproach of Christ greater than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.”

iii. ___________________ – “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day.  He saw it and was glad.”

e. So, the Bible is necessary because one must either ________ or ________ the Gospel from the Word of God and believe in Christ to be saved.

3) The Bible is necessary for maintaining spiritual ________

a. ___________________ – “Man shall not live by bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”

b. ___________________ – “Like newborn babies, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation.”  

4) The Bible is necessary for certain knowledge of God’s _________

a. We are prone to _________ thinking and reasoning, which is why we need __________  ___________ to inform our thinking and reasoning

i. ___________________ – “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can know it?”

ii. ___________________ – “…let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” 



b. ___________________ – “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”

c. So, we can be certain of God’s will because He has ____________ knowledge, never _________, and has chosen to ____________ us some of that knowledge.


5) The Bible is not necessary for knowing that God _____________
a. _____________________ – “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”

b. _____________________ – “In the past, [God] let all nations go their own way.  Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.”

c. _____________________ – “For since the creation of the world God’s infinite qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.”

6) The Bible is not necessary for knowing something about God’s _______________ and moral ____________

a. _____________________ – “Though they know God’s decrees that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them”

b. _____________________ – “Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.”
D. The sufficiency of Scripture

1) Definition: The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained ______ the words of God He _______________ His people to have at each stage of redemptive history, and that it now contains ________ the words of God we need for ______________, for ____________ Him perfectly, and for ____________ Him perfectly.

a. ______________________ – “…and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
b. ______________________ – “he chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of all he created.”

c. ______________________ – “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.”

d. ______________________ – “Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord.”

e. We understand that, in this life, we can never _____________ obey all of Scripture.  However, even when this occurs, the Scripture is sufficient for us.

i. ___________________ – “We all stumble in many ways.  If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.”

ii. ___________________ – “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.”
