Understanding the Nature of the Bible, Lesson 8

July 21, 2010
1. The Forms of the Word of God

2. The Canon of the Word of God

3. The Characteristics of the Word of God

A. Authority (including its inerrancy)

B. Clarity

C. Necessity

D. Sufficiency

1) The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained all the words of God He intended His people to have at each stage of redemptive history, and that it now contains all the words of God we need for salvation, for trusting Him perfectly, and for obeying Him perfectly.

2) The sufficiency of Scripture is _______________ for our Christian lives.



a. In all moral and doctrinal questions, we can _________ that the teachings of Scripture are sufficient to ___________ us what God requires of us.


3) The ______________ of Scripture given was sufficient at each stage of redemptive history

a. ____________________ – “You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it; that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.”

b. ____________________ – “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to it or take from it.”

c. ____________________ – “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you, and you be found a liar.”

d. ____________________ – “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.”
4) Practical applications of the sufficiency of Scripture


a. The sufficiency of Scripture should ________________ us as we try to discover what God would have us to __________ or to _______.

b. The sufficiency of Scripture should ______________ us that we are to add ___________ to Scripture, and we are to consider no other ____________ of equal value to Scripture.


i. This principle is violated by almost all __________ and sects.


ii. Whenever extra writings have been given Scripture-like authority, it has been to accomplish one of two things:


a) To deemphasize the ________________ of the Bible itself


b) To begin to teach things that are _______________ to the Scripture



c. The sufficiency of Scripture also tells us that God does not require us to _____________ anything about Himself or His redemptive work that is not found in _____________.


d. The sufficiency of Scripture shows us that no modern-day claims of ________________ from God are to be placed on a level ___________ to Scripture in authority.

e. With regard to living the Christian life, the sufficiency of Scripture _____________ us that ____________ is sin that is not _______________ by Scripture either explicitly or by implication.


f. The sufficiency of Scripture also ________ us that nothing is _______________ of us by God that is not ________________ in Scripture either explicitly or by implication.

g. The sufficiency of Scripture _____________ us that in our doctrinal and ethical teaching, we should ________________ what Scripture emphasizes and be ____________ with what God has told us in Scripture.

i. Wayne Grudem – “…it is ironic and tragic that denominational leaders will so often give much of their lives to defending precisely the minor doctrinal points that make their denomination different from others.  Is such effort really motivated by a desire to bring unity of understanding to the church, or might it stem in some measure from human pride, a desire to retain power over others, and an attempt at self-justification, which is displeasing to God and ultimately unedifying to the church?”
