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The Fight for the Gospel

1. The gospel confirmed through Abraham






A. One example of Jewish interpretation of Abraham’s life

Great Abraham was the father of many nations
no one has ever been found equal to him in fame
He kept the law of the Most High;

he entered into covenant with him,
setting upon his body the mark of the covenant;
and, when he was tested, he proved faithful.
Therefore, the Lord swore an oath to him,
that nations should find blessing through his descendents,
that his family should be countless as the dust of the earth

and be raised as high as the stars,
and that their possession should reach from sea to sea,
from the Great River to the ends of the earth.
(Sirach 44:19-21)

B. Timeline of Abraham’s life

1) Genesis 12


2) Genesis 15


3) Genesis 17



4) Genesis 22


C. John 8:39 – “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did…”  


D. Scripture foreseeing?
E. The Jews hold up Abraham as being one key example of why circumcision is necessary to be right with God.  God holds up Abraham as one key example of why faith alone is necessary to be right with God.
2. The gospel confirmed through the Law
A. John Calvin – “The blessing which [the Law] offers us is excluded by our depravity, so that only the curse remains.”


B. James 2:10 – “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.”
1) NLT – “For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws.”


All the chains of Satan’s curse; Lifted through His offering

Satisfied through suffering; All the blessings He deserves

Poured on my unworthy soul; So with every breath that I am given

I will sing salvation’s song; And I’ll join the chorus of creation

Giving praise to Christ alone
Summary:  What does the Bible say?  
· Verses 6-9 – Scripture says Abraham was justified by faith, and so all those who are his children
· Verses 10-12 – Scripture says the curse of the law is on us because no one can keep the law fully
· Verses 13-14 – Christ fulfills the Scripture in perfect obedience.  He is the object of our faith, and He is the one who removes the curse of the Law.
