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Galatians 5:7-12
The Fight for the Gospel

Read Galatians 5:7-12.  
1. The false teachers exposed (v. 7-9)

A. Verse 7


1) “The Christian life is a marathon, not a hundred-yard dash” (Timothy George, Galatians, p. 364).

B. Verse 8
1) “…to impress such an obvious and shameful lie on the heart that you would swear a thousand times that it is the most certain truth” (Martin Luther).

C. Verse 9




1) Timothy George – “[Paul’s] opponents had not overturned the whole system of Christian teaching but were only making a seemingly minor adjustment to it – the imposition of the harmless rite of circumcision.  But even a seemingly slight deviation on such a sundamental matter of the faith can bring total ruin to the Christian community: (Galatians, p. 365).

Galatians 1:8-9 – “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.”



2. The right gospel affirmed

A. Verse 10
1) “Paul’s expression of confidence here was [not] a mere matter of tact…but rather a robust assertion of reliance on the optimism of grace” (Timothy George, Galatians, p. 367).


2) John 10:28-29 – “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”


B. Verse 11
1) “Ours is an age of tolerance.  Men love to have the best of both worlds and hate to be forced to choose…But the religion of the New Testament is vastly different from this mental outlook.  Christianity will not allow us to sit on the fence or live in a haze; it urges us to be definite and decisive, and in particular to choose between Christ and circumcision.  ‘Circumcision’ stands for a religion of human achievement, of what man can do by his own good works; ‘Christ’ stands for a religion of divine achievement, of what God has done through the finished work of Christ.  ‘Circumcision’ means law, works, and bondage; ‘Christ’ means grace, faith, and freedom.  Every man must choose.  The one impossibility is what the Galatians were attempting, namely to add circumcision to Christ and have both.  No. ‘Circumcision’ and ‘Christ’ are mutually exclusive” (John Stott, The Message of Galatians, p. 138).

3. Paul’s passion revealed

A. Verse 12
1) “These people are disturbing you by insisting on circumcision.  I would that they would make thorough work of it in their own case, and instead of merely amputating the foreskin, would castrate themselves as heathen priests do.  Perhaps this would be even more powerful help to salvation” (Marvin Vincent as quoted in Kenneth S. Wuest, Galatians in the Greek New Testament, p. 146-147).
